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Overview

Biodiversity Law in India

Biological diversity has been recognised as a fragile and
finite resource susceptible to loss from human activity.
Countries have in recent years endeavoured to safeguard
natural resources against unsustainable and unfair use or
commercial exploitation.

THE BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ACT AND REGULATORY OVERSIGHT

India enacted the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 to implement the Convention on Biological Diversity.
The legislation reiterates the basic premise of the Convention: to conserve biological diversity, and
sustainably so; respect controlling rights over natural resources and discoveries; and promote fair
and equitable sharing of benefits derived from utilisation of biological resources, knowledge and
matters ancillary. India became an associate member of the Global Biodiversity Information Facility
(GBIF) in 2003, reflecting its commitment to international biodiversity governance.

NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY AND ACCESS APPROVALS

Essentially, the Act intfroduces a framework for conserving, controlling access and sharing benefits
arising from any access of biological resources of India by any person or entity. Any access to India’s
flora and fauna requires prior permission from the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), a statutory
autonomous body with headquarters in Chennai, which performs facilitative, regulatory and advisory
functions for the Government of India on issues of conservation, sustainable use of biological
resources and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of biological resources.
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ADVISORY, COMPLIANCE, AND REPRESENTATION SERVICES

Our law firm’s biodiversity practice brings depth of experience and expertise of our specialists in the
field. We advise and assist domestic and foreign clients for obtaining approvals and making
representations before the NBA, State Biodiversity Boards and other Committees formed under the
Act. Our attorneys further represent clients in the approvals processes before various forums and

courts, including the National Green Tribunal.

EXPERIENCED BIODIVERSITY LAWYERS IN INDIA
Whether seeking regulatory approvals, navigating access and benefit-sharing obligations, or
responding to biodiversity-related proceedings, Anand & Anand attorneys provide strategic legal

guidance grounded in regulatory experience. Contact our biodiversity law team to ensure compliant,

sustainable, and legally sound engagement with India’s biological resources.
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A N A N D & A N A N D www.anandandanand.com

OUR PRACTICES

COPYRIGHT
CORPORATE
DESIGN
LITIGATION
PATENTS
TRADEMARK
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News & Updates, Thought Leadership e June 16, 2026
India’s Biodiversity Framework at a Crossroads: Industry Perspectives on

the Biological Diversity Act and ABS Regulations, 2025

First published by Lexology. Authors: Pravin Anand and Dr. Neeti Wilson Introduction India’s

biodiversity is one of its greatest strategic assets.

News & Updates, Thought Leadership e June 16, 2026
Protecting Colour as a Brand Asset: Lessons from the Exide-Amara Raja

Decision

First published by Lexology. Authors: Sandhya Singh and Sampada Kapoor Introduction In today’s

marketplace, consumers often identify products not

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « June 11, 2026

Arbitrating Trademark Disputes Following Mangayarkarasi — The Extent

of Contractual Reach into Public Law

‘First published on Legal500’ By: Lakshmidevi Somanath The Supreme Court of India’s 2025 decision

in K. Mangayarkarasi and Anr v. N. J. Sundaresan marks

Thought Leadership « May 30, 2026
From Blueprint to Battle-Ready: The CIO’s Executive Guide to Cyber

Resilience

‘First published on Enterprise IT World’ Author: Subroto Kumar Panda The defining question for every
board of directors has changed. It is no longer,
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