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Overview

Biological diversity has been recognised as a fragile and
finite resource susceptible to loss from human activity.
Countries have in recent years endeavoured to safeguard
natural resources against unsustainable and unfair use or
commercial exploitation.

THE BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ACT AND REGULATORY OVERSIGHT

India enacted the Biological Diversity Act, 2002 to implement the Convention on Biological Diversity.
The legislation reiterates the basic premise of the Convention: to conserve biological diversity, and
sustainably so; respect controlling rights over natural resources and discoveries; and promote fair
and equitable sharing of benefits derived from utilisation of biological resources, knowledge and
matters ancillary. India became an associate member of the Global Biodiversity Information Facility
(GBIF) in 2003, reflecting its commitment to international biodiversity governance.

NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY AND ACCESS APPROVALS

Essentially, the Act introduces a framework for conserving, controlling access and sharing benefits
arising from any access of biological resources of India by any person or entity. Any access to India’s
flora and fauna requires prior permission from the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), a statutory
autonomous body with headquarters in Chennai, which performs facilitative, regulatory and advisory
functions for the Government of India on issues of conservation, sustainable use of biological
resources and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the use of biological resources.

ADVISORY, COMPLIANCE, AND REPRESENTATION SERVICES

Our law firm’s biodiversity practice brings depth of experience and expertise of our specialists in the
field. We advise and assist domestic and foreign clients for obtaining approvals and making
representations before the NBA, State Biodiversity Boards and other Committees formed under the

Act. Our attorneys further represent clients in the approvals processes before various forums and
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courts, including the National Green Tribunal.

EXPERIENCED BIODIVERSITY LAWYERS IN INDIA
Whether seeking regulatory approvals, navigating access and benefit-sharing obligations, or
responding to biodiversity-related proceedings, Anand & Anand attorneys provide strategic legal

guidance grounded in regulatory experience. Contact our biodiversity law team to ensure compliant,

sustainable, and legally sound engagement with India’s biological resources.
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https://www.anandandanand.com/contact/
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RELATED INDUSTRIES

DIGITAL PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
OUR PRACTICES

COPYRIGHT
DESIGN
LITIGATION
PATENTS
TRADEMARK

Biodiversity 3/4


https://www.anandandanand.com/industries/digital-personal-data-protection/
https://www.anandandanand.com/industries/artificial-intelligence/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/copyright/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/design/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/litigation/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/patents/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/trademark/
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Thought Leadership « February 13, 2026
The Digital Armor — 2026

‘First published on Enterprise IT World’ By: Subroto Kumar Panda How the 2026 IT Rule Amendments
Protect You in the Age of Al In an era where seeing

Thought Leadership « February 11, 2026
Can New NID-East Ignite India’s Design Revolution?

Authors: Safir Anand, Mudit Kaushik and Sehr Anand The establishment of a new National Institute of

Design (NID-East) in India’s eastern region,

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « February 10, 2026
Agentic Al: Productivity Gains, Risks and Data Demands Today

‘First published on India Business Law Journal’ By: Dr. Ajai Garg and Subroto Kumar Panda Business

has always been about risk, the balance between

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « January 30, 2026
Proposed Reforms to India’s Design Protection Framework

First published by Lexology. Authors: Safir Anand and Omesh Puri In today’s innovationBdriven
economy, design rights have become a core element of
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