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Overview

Competition Law in India

Though intellectual property and competition laws pursue
parallel goals of encouraging innovation and accelerating
economic growth, they strive very differently to achieve
the same – the intellectual property regime being
predicated primarily on exclusion while competition laws
aim to control and curb monopolistic tendencies.
NAVIGATING THE BALANCE BETWEEN IP & COMPETITION LAW

Competition authorities are known to take exception to unreasonable exercises of intellectual
property protection, but competition trip ups can even be inadvertent. Over-enthusiastic
communication about “dominating the market” can ring regulators’ alarm bells; a poor choice of
words rendering suspect what is otherwise perfectly legal behaviour. Business practices followed for
years are increasingly coming under regulatory scrutiny and fines can be punishing, forcing
companies to reconsider their corporate structures and strategies and the impact on their intellectual
property rights.

ANTI-COMPETITIVE CONDUCT & IP LICENSING

Though reasonable conditions imposing restrictions are generally not impermissible, competition
authorities and courts may take into account several factors when assessing if an entity is indulging in
anti-competitive activity, not least its position and market share and agreements with others. Given
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that intellectual property protection in patents, frequently the subject matter of competition law
disputes, is limited in duration, certain ‘fair use’ is permitted and availability of compulsory licensing
should go some way in assuaging concerns.

INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE & REPRESENTATION

Our law firm has advised national and international telecommunications firms, engineering
companies, e-commerce domains, construction equipment and automobile manufacturers, beverage
companies and media associations under the scanner of competition laws.

COMPREHENSIVE COMPETITION LAW SERVICES

Our competition practice offers a broad range of services, including due diligence, drafting contracts
and advising on non-compete clauses, representing clients before competition forums and courts
and filing leniency applications. Our attorneys also advise on competition concerns at mergers and
acquisitions, and for licensing and franchising agreements.

PARTNER WITH EXPERIENCED COMPETITION LAWYERS IN INDIA

Whether your business is facing an antitrust investigation, planning a merger, or seeking proactive
compliance advice, Anand & Anand’s experienced competition lawyers can guide you through every
stage. Contact our firm to ensure your business strategies remain competitive, compliant, and
aligned with India’s evolving competition law framework.

https://www.anandandanand.com/contact/
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RELATED INDUSTRIES

BRAND STRATEGY
OUR PRACTICES

COPYRIGHT
CORPORATE
DESIGN
LITIGATION
PATENTS
TRADEMARK

https://www.anandandanand.com/industries/brand-strategy/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/copyright/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/corporate/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/design/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/litigation/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/patents/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/trademark/
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News & Updates, Thought Leadership • October 6, 2026

Your Brand is More Than a Name: Brand Protection for D2C Startups in
India

A D2C brand can begin with little more than a name, a logo, a product page and an Instagram
account. Then something changes. Customers begin recognising

News & Updates, Thought Leadership • October 2, 2026

Who Owns a Tradition: Understanding Geographical Indications Through
India’s Artisan Stories

A traditional craft can travel far beyond the place that gave it its name. The harder question is
whether its name, reputation and identity can travel

News & Updates, Thought Leadership • September 29, 2026

Right to Publicity in India: From Celebrity Image to AI-Generated Identity

A person’s identity was once understood as something inseparable from the person. In the digital
economy, it can also become an asset: a name that

News & Updates, Thought Leadership • September 25, 2026

India’s IP Numbers Tell a Bigger Story  About Startup Founders in India

India’s startup ecosystem is becoming increasingly innovation-led, and the country’s intellectual
property numbers offer an interesting glimpse into

https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/brand-protection-d2c-startups-india/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/brand-protection-d2c-startups-india/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/geographical-indications-india-artisans/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/geographical-indications-india-artisans/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/right-to-publicity-in-india-from-celebrity-image-to-ai-generated-identity/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/ip-for-early-stage-founders/

