
www.anandandanand.com

Fashion Law 1/4

Overview

Legal Protection for Designers, Brands &
Creativity

Protecting intellectual property in the fashion industry
requires continual efforts, but begins with the will of the
designer; a strong and deliberate claim at the earliest
stage of creation will make it easier and more effective to
enforce rights in the marketplace.

Much of the fashion fraternity relies on protection afforded by copyright that subsists automatically
in artistic works. While copyright law affords adequate protection for aspects such as concept
drawings, moulds and sketches, irrespective of artistic quality or craftsmanship, it can be insufficient
in and of itself to pursue an effective legal remedy if the final product is sold on a commercial scale.
A fault line in the copyright law makes something which is at its inception an artistic work fall outside
the scope of copyright protection if it was also registrable as a design but not registered as such and
reproduced in excess of 50 times.

BENEFITS OF IP PROTECTION IN FASHION

Registering intellectual property as trademark, trade dress or design has the potential to provide an
additional layer of protection. Permutations of patterns, ornamentation and even material choices
may suffice for claiming such protections, and as a best practice must be explored before the design
is publicised or hits the shelves.
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COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL SUPPORT FOR FASHION BRANDS

Our law firm advises and represents domestic and international designers, fashion establishments
and retailers, and engages proactively with the fashion community to educate it on the simple steps
needed to protect intellectual property and enhance brand value and support commercialisation.

With contractual and commercial expertise including advising on employment and commercial
contracts to safeguard intellectual property and trade secrets, in conjunction with full legal support in
customs law, litigation and enforcement, effective deterrence against counterfeiting and fashion
piracy is made a practical reality.

SPEAK WITH OUR FASHION LAWYERS

Looking for an experienced fashion law firm in India? Anand & Anand advises designers, fashion
brands and retailers on trademarks, design protection, contracts, commercialization, anti-
counterfeiting and enforcement. Contact our fashion law team to protect your creative assets,
enforce your rights and strengthen the long-term value of your brand.

Awards & Recognition

We are the only Indian law firm to be awarded the best independent practice in the Fashion and
Luxury Law by the Luxury Law Alliance, UK.
We won the title of best independent practice of the year 2020 and 22. In 2023, we emerged as the
‘Highly Commended’ firm.

https://www.anandandanand.com/contact/
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RELATED INDUSTRIES

START-UP LAW
OUR PRACTICES

COPYRIGHT
CORPORATE
DESIGN
LITIGATION
PATENTS
TRADEMARK

https://www.anandandanand.com/industries/start-up-law/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/copyright/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/corporate/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/design/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/litigation/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/patents/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/trademark/
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Related News & Insights
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News & Updates, Thought Leadership • September 16, 2026

Design Registration for MSMEs in India: Necessity, Uptake, and Regulatory
Developments

In the evolving global trade landscape, the transition from informal commercial activity to a
structured Intellectual Property (IP) strategy is no longer

News & Updates, Thought Leadership • September 11, 2026

Software Patents in India Explained: What Can and Cannot Be Patented?

Technology companies building in India are frequently told two contradictory things: that software
cannot be patented in India, and that software patents

News & Updates, Thought Leadership • September 5, 2026

India’s Pursuit for Global South AI Leadership through Agentic AI Systems:
Navigating Intellectual Property Challenges

Written by: Dr. Ajai Garg and Siddhant Chamola As Artificial Intelligence has now emerged as a
disruptive ecosystem reshaping Global economy,  India’s

News & Updates, Thought Leadership • September 2, 2026

From Innovation Incentives to Technology Diffusion – Protection of
Intellectual Property Created by Agentic Artificial Intelligence

Author: Lakshmidevi Somanath The law currently provides creators exclusive rights over their
creation for a limited time, which gives a human inventor

https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/design-registration-for-msmes-in-india/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/design-registration-for-msmes-in-india/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/software-patents-in-india-explained/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/agentic-ai-intellectual-property-challenges/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/agentic-ai-intellectual-property-challenges/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/from-innovation-incentives-to-technology-diffusion-protection-of-intellectual-property-created-by-agentic-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/from-innovation-incentives-to-technology-diffusion-protection-of-intellectual-property-created-by-agentic-artificial-intelligence/

