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Overview

Legal Protection for Designers, Brands &
Creativity

Protecting intellectual property in the fashion industry
requires continual efforts, but begins with the will of the
designer; a strong and deliberate claim at the earliest
stage of creation will make it easier and more effective to
enforce rights in the marketplace.

Much of the fashion fraternity relies on protection afforded by copyright that subsists automatically
in artistic works. While copyright law affords adequate protection for aspects such as concept
drawings, moulds and sketches, irrespective of artistic quality or craftsmanship, it can be insufficient
in and of itself o pursue an effective legal remedy if the final product is sold on a commercial scale.
A fault line in the copyright law makes something which is at its inception an artistic work fall outside
the scope of copyright protection if it was also registrable as a design but not registered as such and

reproduced in excess of 50 times.

BENEFITS OF IP PROTECTION IN FASHION

Registering intellectual property as trademark, trade dress or design has the potential to provide an
additional layer of protection. Permutations of patterns, ornamentation and even material choices
may suffice for claiming such protections, and as a best practice must be explored before the design
is publicised or hits the shelves.
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COMPREHENSIVE LEGAL SUPPORT FOR FASHION BRANDS
Our law firm advises and represents domestic and international designers, fashion establishments
and retailers, and engages proactively with the fashion community to educate it on the simple steps

needed to protect intellectual property and enhance brand value and support commercialisation.

With contractual and commercial expertise including advising on employment and commercial
contracts to safeguard intellectual property and trade secrets, in conjunction with full legal support in
customs law, litigation and enforcement, effective deterrence against counterfeiting and fashion

piracy is made a practical reality.

SPEAK WITH OUR FASHION LAWYERS
Looking for an experienced fashion law firm in India? Anand & Anand advises designers, fashion

brands and retailers on trademarks, design protection, contracts, commercialization, anti-

counterfeiting and enforcement. Contact our fashion law team to protect your creative assets,

enforce your rights and strengthen the long-term value of your brand.

Awards & Recognition

We are the only Indian law firm to be awarded the best independent practice in the Fashion and
Luxury Law by the Luxury Law Alliance, UK.

We won the title of best independent practice of the year 2020 and 22. In 2023, we emerged as the
‘Highly Commended’ firm.
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https://www.anandandanand.com/contact/
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RELATED INDUSTRIES

BRAND STRATEGY
OUR PRACTICES

COPYRIGHT
CORPORATE
DESIGN
LITIGATION
PATENTS
TRADEMARK
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https://www.anandandanand.com/industries/brand-strategy/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/copyright/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/corporate/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/design/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/litigation/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/patents/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/trademark/

A N A N D & A N A N D www.anandandanand.com

Related News & Insights
VIEW ALL

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « November 4, 2026
Can Al Steal Your Brand Identity? Trademark Squatting and Al Misuse in

India

Imagine discovering an Instagram account using your company’s name, a website offering products

under a deceptively similar identity, or an Al-generated

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « November 2, 2026
What is Copyright Worth When Machines Do the Creating? Lessons from

Streaming and Gaming

First published by AsialP. Author: Lakshmidevi Somanath Copyright law has traditionally addressed

the asymmetry between the costs of creating a work and

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « October 31, 2026

Your Startup Has Filed a Patent. Now What? The Commercial Value of IP

A startup has developed a new technology, filed a patent application and begun building its product.

The filing is an important milestone. But what happens

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « October 29, 2026
Leveraging the Process of Interim Injunction as a Strategic Instrument in

India & U.S. IP Litigation

‘First published on Chambers’ By: Lakshmidevi Somanath and Kanishka Vaish Leveraging the Process

of Interim Injunction as a Strategic Instrument in
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https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/ai-trademark-protection-india/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/ai-trademark-protection-india/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/what-is-copyright-worth-when-machines-do-the-creating-lessons-from-streaming-and-gaming/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/what-is-copyright-worth-when-machines-do-the-creating-lessons-from-streaming-and-gaming/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/commercial-value-of-ip-startups/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/leveraging-the-process-of-interim-injunction-as-a-strategic-instrument-in-india-u-s-ip-litigation/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/leveraging-the-process-of-interim-injunction-as-a-strategic-instrument-in-india-u-s-ip-litigation/

