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Overview

GI registration, protection, and enforcement
in India

Geographical indications have faced a tumultuous birth:
they have been the source of transnational disputes and
claims of illegal use, with only codification of geographical
indication law and international treaties bringing quietus.
LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS IN INDIA

Geographical Indications or GIs protect communities that have perfected over time the manufacture
of arts and products imbibing unique attributes or characteristics owing to geographical origin. A
cutaway legislation that recognizes intellectual property rights of a community instead of individual
producers, the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 addresses
protection of articles by geographic territory of origin, including agricultural and traditional food
preparations, textiles and handicrafts, and even architectural design.

GI REGISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, AND COLLECTIVE RIGHTS

Though registration is not mandated, claims cannot be brought for infringement of unregistered GIs.
Among potential benefits of registering GIs is the permissibility of associations or conglomerations of
producers to adopt collective and certification marks to accentuate the distinctiveness of their
products.

Our law firm has a body of work in the field of GIs having represented a range of producers and
associations, domestic and foreign, seeking to protect and or defend their GIs before courts and
tribunals.
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EXPERIENCED GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS LAWYERS IN INDIA

Whether seeking registration of a geographical indication or defending established GI rights, Anand
& Anand provides strategic legal support grounded in deep IP experience. Contact our GI law team
to protect the distinctiveness, reputation, and value of region-specific goods in India and beyond.

https://www.anandandanand.com/contact/
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OUR PRACTICES

COPYRIGHT
CORPORATE
DESIGN
LITIGATION
PATENTS
TRADEMARK

https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/copyright/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/corporate/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/design/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/litigation/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/patents/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/trademark/
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News & Updates, Thought Leadership • May 19, 2026

Copyright in Literary Works: When themes converge but expressions
diverge

First published by Asialaw. Authors: Prachi Agarwal and Medha Singh Introduction: Copyright law,
particularly in the domain of literary works, grapples

News & Updates, Thought Leadership • May 8, 2026

A New Era for Digital Play: India’s Online Gaming Regulator Comes into
Force

First published by Asialaw. Authors: Safir Anand and Ritu Bhargava India’s online gaming sector has
entered a decisive new phase. With the Government’s

News & Updates, Thought Leadership • May 6, 2026

India Waives IP Filing Fees for Sports Sector

First published by Lexology. Authors: Safir Anand and Rashi Chandhoke In recent years, the
intellectual property (IP) ecosystem has undergone a significant

Thought Leadership • April 30, 2026

Dead Marks, Live Assets – The Case for a Registry Supervised Auction of
Lapsed Trademarks in India

First published by SpicyIP. By: Lakshmidevi Somanath India’s trademark register is quietly bleeding
value. Each year, marks with real commercial recall
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