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Geographical Indications

Overview

Gl registration, protection, and enforcement
in India

Geographical indications have faced a tumultuous birth:
they have been the source of transnational disputes and
claims of illegal use, with only codification of geographical
indication law and international treaties bringing quietus.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS IN INDIA

Geographical Indications or Gls protect communities that have perfected over time the manufacture
of arts and products imbibing unique attributes or characteristics owing to geographical origin. A
cutaway legislation that recognizes intellectual property rights of a community instead of individual
producers, the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 addresses
protection of articles by geographic territory of origin, including agricultural and traditional food

preparations, textiles and handicrafts, and even architectural design.

GI REGISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, AND COLLECTIVE RIGHTS

Though registration is not mandated, claims cannot be brought for infringement of unregistered Gls.
Among potential benefits of registering Gls is the permissibility of associations or conglomerations of
producers to adopt collective and certification marks to accentuate the distinctiveness of their

products.

Our law firm has a body of work in the field of Gls having represented a range of producers and
associations, domestic and foreign, seeking to protect and or defend their Gls before courts and

tribunals.
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EXPERIENCED GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS LAWYERS IN INDIA
Whether seeking registration of a geographical indication or defending established Gl rights, Anand

& Anand provides strategic legal support grounded in deep IP experience. Contact our Gl law team

to protect the distinctiveness, reputation, and value of region-specific goods in India and beyond.
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https://www.anandandanand.com/contact/
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RELATED INDUSTRIES

START-UP LAW
OUR PRACTICES

COPYRIGHT
CORPORATE
DESIGN
LITIGATION
PATENTS
TRADEMARK
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https://www.anandandanand.com/industries/start-up-law/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/copyright/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/corporate/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/design/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/litigation/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/patents/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/trademark/
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News & Updates, Thought Leadership « September 16, 2026
Design Registration for MSMEs in India: Necessity, Uptake, and Regulatory

Developments

In the evolving global trade landscape, the transition from informal commercial activity fo a

structured Intellectual Property (IP) strategy is no longer

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « September 11, 2026
Software Patents in India Explained: What Can and Cannot Be Patented?

Technology companies building in India are frequently told two contradictory things: that software

cannot be patented in India, and that software patents

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « September 5, 2026
India’s Pursuit for Global South Al Leadership through Agentic Al Systems:

Navigating Intellectual Property Challenges
Written by: Dr. Ajai Garg and Siddhant Chamola As Artificial Intelligence has now emerged as a

disruptive ecosystem reshaping Global economy, India’s

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « September 2, 2026
From Innovation Incentives to Technology Diffusion — Protection of

Intellectual Property Created by Agentic Artificial Intelligence

Author: Lakshmidevi Somanath The law currently provides creators exclusive rights over their

creation for a limited time, which gives a human inventor
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