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Geographical Indications

Overview

Gl registration, protection, and enforcement
in India

Geographical indications have faced a tumultuous birth:
they have been the source of transnational disputes and
claims of illegal use, with only codification of geographical
indication law and international treaties bringing quietus.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS IN INDIA

Geographical Indications or Gls protect communities that have perfected over time the manufacture
of arts and products imbibing unique attributes or characteristics owing to geographical origin. A
cutaway legislation that recognizes intellectual property rights of a community instead of individual
producers, the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999 addresses
protection of articles by geographic territory of origin, including agricultural and traditional food

preparations, textiles and handicrafts, and even architectural design.

GI REGISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, AND COLLECTIVE RIGHTS

Though registration is not mandated, claims cannot be brought for infringement of unregistered Gls.
Among potential benefits of registering Gls is the permissibility of associations or conglomerations of
producers to adopt collective and certification marks to accentuate the distinctiveness of their

products.

Our law firm has a body of work in the field of Gls having represented a range of producers and
associations, domestic and foreign, seeking to protect and or defend their Gls before courts and

tribunals.
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EXPERIENCED GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS LAWYERS IN INDIA
Whether seeking registration of a geographical indication or defending established Gl rights, Anand

& Anand provides strategic legal support grounded in deep IP experience. Contact our Gl law team

to protect the distinctiveness, reputation, and value of region-specific goods in India and beyond.
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https://www.anandandanand.com/contact/
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OUR PRACTICES

COPYRIGHT
CORPORATE
DESIGN
LITIGATION
PATENTS
TRADEMARK
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https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/copyright/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/corporate/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/design/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/litigation/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/patents/
https://www.anandandanand.com/practices/trademark/
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News & Updates, Thought Leadership « November 7, 2026
Can Public Health Override a Pharmaceutical Patent? The BPal Patent

Dispute in India

Pharmaceutical innovation and access to medicines are closely connected aspects of public health.

While patent protection can encourage investment in research

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « November 4, 2026
Can Al Steal Your Brand Identity? Trademark Squatting and Al Misuse in

India
Imagine discovering an Instagram account using your company’s name, a website offering products

under a deceptively similar identity, or an Al-generated

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « November 2, 2026
What is Copyright Worth When Machines Do the Creating? Lessons from

Streaming and Gaming

First published by AsialP. Author: Lakshmidevi Somanath Copyright law has traditionally addressed

the asymmetry between the costs of creating a work and

News & Updates, Thought Leadership « October 31, 2026
Your Startup Has Filed a Patent. Now What? The Commercial Value of IP

A startup has developed a new technology, filed a patent application and begun building its product.

The filing is an important milestone. But what happens
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https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/ai-trademark-protection-india/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/ai-trademark-protection-india/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/what-is-copyright-worth-when-machines-do-the-creating-lessons-from-streaming-and-gaming/
https://www.anandandanand.com/news-insights/what-is-copyright-worth-when-machines-do-the-creating-lessons-from-streaming-and-gaming/
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